MINUTES OF THE HAVEN TOWN BOARD SPECIAL MEETING

Knife River / Busse Property – Mining Expansion Request

March 2, 2009

The Haven Board met at the Coyote Moon & Grill on Monday, March 2, 2009.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Eric Meyer.  Members present: Chairman Eric Meyer, Supervisor Jeff Schlingmann, Supervisor Mark Knowles, Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski, Supervisor Randy Linn, Mike Zniewski, David Meyers and Tammy Schefers.  There were approximately 135 people who attended the meeting.  Someone from Knife River called Chairman Eric Meyer this morning to table the meeting, so there was no representative from Knife River at the meeting.  

The purpose of this meeting was a Public Hearing for Knife River Interim Use Permit (IUP), Gravel Pit Expansion Request.  Grading, Excavating or Filling of 10,000 Cubic Yards or More and to expand the mining area and add acreage (6 acres – PID# 25-002-2415).  The Haven Board presented the information that they had about the Interim Use Permit (IUP) Request. There were lots of maps a model and pictures to look at.  Then Chairman Eric Meyer asked for public comments & questions.  Kathryn Gainey lives next to the pit and gave some history of the pit.  Her main concerns were noise & dust.  She also had a video clip that the board showed to everyone.  Ron Gainey showed pictures to the board that were taken to show the dust. He stated that he has lived there 32 years.  He also noted that this board has helped out a lot already.  He does not want the pit forced to close, he just does not want it to expand and get closer to them.  Maureen Barthelemy read a letter of concerns on behalf of Jan Braun who was not able to attend the meeting.  Shawn Howren is an Air Traffic Controller and stated her concerns of how we do not need another lake in Minnesota to attract more water fowl near the St. Cloud Airport.  Mark Johnson had several disappointments.  When the 1st berm of the pit was complete his property received the run-off and flooded his property / septic area every spring.  He had to construct his own berm on his property to keep the run off controlled.  He is also disappointed about the noise and dust from the pit. Al Stemper has had bullets in his shingles from people firing guns in the pit.  He also has water issue concerns and water fowl concerns with the St. Cloud Airport so close.  Randy Kosloski read a letter on behalf of Gervase Schmidt about his concerns.  Randy Kosloski had his concerns about dust, noise, flooding, bullets, water and the St. Cloud Airport, and the violations that Knife River already have had.  He asked the Board Members to please say No to this request.  Bill Towle (St. Cloud Airport Director) stated they do not want another wildlife attraction next to the St. Cloud Airport.  We do not want to make anymore water attractions.  He also made the comment that the Airport will oppose this request.  The Airport would like to acquire this property.  Roger Neils asked if the Busse Pit and Stark Pit are together as one.  They are not.  They are two separate pits.  Felix Schmiesing asked if the St. Cloud Airport is interested in acquiring the Stark Pit.  Bill Towle stated that no the Airport is not at this time. Marc Schneider (Sherburne County Zoning Specialist) spoke to the Board on how he has been involved in this request.  He answered questions the public had also.  After more discussion on this issue Chairman Eric Meyer asked the Board Members what they wished to do.  Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski made a motion to deny the request from Knife River for the Interim Use Permit on the Busse Property – Mining Expansion Request with the recommendations of the findings of noise, dust, run-off water, St. Cloud Airport wildlife concerns, and issues of reclamation and the berm issues. Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Chairman Eric Meyer and David Meyers will work on the findings and the board will adopt a motion at the March Monthly Meeting.                

Supervisor Jeff Schlingmann made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
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