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 MINUTES OF THE HAVEN TOWN BOARD MEETING 

April 20, 2020 

 

The Haven Town Board met at the Haven Town Hall on Monday, April 20, 2020. The 

meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Jeff Schlingmann. Members 

present: Chairman Jeff Schlingmann, Supervisor Mark Knowles, Supervisor Kathi   

Sims-Kosloski, Supervisor Randy Linn, Legal Counsel David Meyers and Deputy Clerk 

Tammy Schefers.  

 

Social Distancing – Chairman Jeff Schlingmann reminded everyone of the requirement 

that there should be at least 6 feet of separation between each person in the room. This 

was observed throughout the meeting.  

 

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF REPORT 
Chairman Jeff Schlingmann spoke with the Sherburne County Sheriff and he said there 

were no major concerns for the township.   

 

OPEN FORUM 
None 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to accept and to approve the agenda with 

adding under Old Business Annual Clean-Up Day. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski 

seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

READING OF THE MINUTES 
Supervisor Randy Linn made a motion to approve the March 16, 2020 board meeting 

minutes. Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

 

BUILDING PERMITS 
There were no building permits.  

 

BILLS OUTSTANDING 

Driveway Services (Jeff Rhodes)  $    3,015.00 

Rinke Noonan Attorneys at Law  $         41.50 

Connexus Energy    $       121.00 

Xcel Energy     $       175.90 

Frontier     $       313.26 

Citizen-Tribune    $         93.69 

Citizen-Tribune    $         92.68 

Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer  $    6,402.00 

Penny Weihrauch     $       895.35 

Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc.  $       390.00 

Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc.  $       130.00 

Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc.  $       240.00 

GovOffice     $       660.00 
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PERA  (Deposit)   $           0.00 _ 

    Total:  $  12,570.38 

 

Supervisor Randy Linn made a motion to approve and accept the claims. Supervisor 

Mark Knowles seconded the motion.  The motion carried with: 4–Aye / 1-Absent / 0-

Opposed       

 

PUBLIC HEARING & COMMENT 
Variance – Jeff & Lisa Wagner, 4781 64th Street SE, St. Cloud approached the board 

members about requesting a 30 foot variance in setback from the OHWL of Round Lake 

to build a deck off the existing house. The required setback from a natural environment 

lake is 150 feet. This home was built in 1989. The Wagner’s are remodeling this home 

and one of the reasons for the remodel was to have the pool in the lower level removed. 

They also want to put a deck on the outside of the house facing the lake. The deck will 

use the existing cement slab that was there when the house was built. The septic system is 

in front of the house and the well is on the Northwest side of the house. After discussion 

on this, Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski made a motion that the board gives a positive 

comment to the request of the variance in setback from the OHWL of Round Lake to 

build a deck off existing house. It has a minimal impact on increasing impervious surface 

and it will not negatively impact the vegetation of the landscape to the lake. Supervisor 

Mark Knowles seconded the motion. The motion carried.   

 

IUP Request - Solar Club 26 LLC Solar Farm is located on Parcel # 25-030-4200 

(Schilling Property). They are requesting an Interim Use Permit (IUP) to develop a 1 

MW Community Solar Garden. This 1 megawatt array of photovoltaic panels will 

generate electricity that will be purchased by Xcel Energy under a 25 year contract. There 

will be very little traffic to the site. The solar garden does not generate any carbon or 

other harmful emissions. This will help Xcel Energy meet the State’s mandate for use of 

renewable energy sources. After discussion on this, Chairman Jeff Schlingmann made a 

motion that the board gives a positive comment for this IUP (Interim Use Permit) to 

develop a 1 megawatt Community Solar Garden. They will need to apply for a driveway 

permit with the township because the current field access is inadequate. They will need to 

place rock on the driveway while constructing the project and when finished it will need 

to be asphalt to the township road right-of-way. Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded the 

motion. The motion carried.      

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Road Report – Supervisor Mark Knowles made the comment that Jeff Rhodes has been 

working on sweeping off the roads, took down the snow fence and is doing ditch 

reclamation from the snow season.  

 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann, Supervisor Mark Knowles and Clerk Mike Zniewski met 

with Jeff Rhodes on the bid that he had given the board for certain areas of tree trimming 

and mailbox post installation. The bills exceeded the quote because the road right-of-way 

was not surveyed and marked at the time Jeff Rhodes gave the quote. There were more 

trees to cut than planned. They discussed the differences. The board learned that in the 
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future, before any bids will be given, they need to survey the road right-of-way to figure 

exactly what trees will need to be taken out. Jeff Rhodes learned that he needs to keep the 

board informed if it is getting close to the bid price before continuing the job. Jeff Rhodes 

and the Board Members who met with him tentatively agreed to a $7,600.00 price 

increase, subject to full board approval. After discussion on this, Supervisor Mark 

Knowles made a motion to amend the contracted price to increase it by $7,600.00. 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann seconded the motion. The motion carried. Jeff Rhodes will 

continue finishing the bid job for River Haven trees and installing break-a-way mail box 

posts, Prairie Woods Area tree trimming, 65th Avenue SE tree trimming and 54th Street 

SE tree trimming.    

 

65th Street SE - Bruce Hentges questioned and still has concerns about the gravel road 

past his home with dust issues during the farming season. He was wondering if the board 

decided upon a plan yet for this road. Last fall he had shown the board members a video 

of the dust that the trucks make while driving on this road throughout the farming season. 

The dust has an impact on the environment around him. The dust also goes into Pickerel 

Lake. Bruce Hentges also read something he wrote about his heritage when his 

grandparents were around this area. This road is a road by use, and the board needs to 

clarify the road right-of-way before they will spend money on it. The township has been 

maintaining this road for along time. Supervisor Mark Knowles got an approximate 

verbal estimate that to just move the road would cost about $50,000.00. That does not 

include the survey that would need to be done, legal fees and other costs. He also 

commented that it also sounds like the property owner who owns the field does not want 

to move the road. Supervisor Mark Knowles commented that all the legal descriptions of 

the properties in that area are based on the road as it stands today, so it makes no sense to 

move the road. Then the board discussed options of what could be done with the road to 

help solve the dust issue. Reclaimed asphalt and calcium chloride were two options. 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann made the comment that he is not in favor of using township 

money for this road especially when there is no road order for this road. This road mainly 

gets traveled only in the spring and in the fall when it is planting and harvest season. It is 

in an agricultural area. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski is opposed to calcium chloride. 

Supervisor Randy Linn made the comment that calcium chloride does keep the dust 

control but it must be monitored and applied more than once. He also said that crushed 

concrete works well for garbage trucks. Supervisor Mark Knowles will look into options 

of how much money calcium chloride and reclaimed asphalt will be to cover ¼ to ½ of a 

mile on this road. Bruce Hentges asked the board if they could put regular asphalt on this 

road. Supervisor Mark Knowles said no, the board has a list of roads on a priority list that 

they have been working on for the next 10 years, and unfortunately this road is not 

populated and is on the tail end of the roads to be upgraded.      

 

31st Avenue – The board is still trying to contact the property owners who have not 

signed the road dedication for this area yet.  

 

Haven Township Annual Clean-Up Day – Due to the State of MN shutting down 

everything because of the Corona Virus (COVID-19) and the stay home order, Haven 

Township will postpone the annual clean-up day. Supervisor Mark Knowles made a 
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motion to reschedule the Haven Township Annual Clean-Up Day for Saturday, 

September 19, 2020. Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

There will be a postcard sent out to all the residents stating the day has been postponed. A 

newsletter will be sent out in the fall to update the residents on what will be accepted at 

the clean-up day. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski will also be looking for a new club or 

group of older children (teenagers to adults) to help on the day of the clean-up.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann – Due to the MN Stay Home Order (COVID-19) the Haven 

Township Board of Appeal & Equalization had been canceled on April 9, 2020. Haven 

Township Board will no longer have this option for 2020 to discuss any concerns 

residents might have regarding their property tax value at the Haven Township Hall. 

Moving forward the residents will need to directly contact Sherburne County with any 

concerns about 2020 property tax values.  

 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann asked the board members if they wanted to continue meeting 

in the flesh for the next board meetings. All who were present said, “Yes” that is fine 

with them.  

 

Supervisor Randy Linn – Referred a culvert issue to Supervisor Mark Knowles. 

 

Supervisor Mike Pesch – None (Absent)  

 

Supervisor Mark Knowles – He talked about a culvert issue on 40th Street SE that 

Supervisor Randy Linn referred to him. The culvert is showing signs of failure. The last 

time the culvert was replaced it was not dug down deep enough to the bottom of the ditch 

for proper drainage. The DNR (Department of Natural Resources) should be contacted to 

get a permit to change the size or length of this culvert. Dual wall plastic culverts are now 

the common industry culvert being used instead of concrete or metal culverts. They are 

cheaper and lighter. Supervisor Mark Knowles will look into this project.   

 

Supervisor Mark Knowles talked about the Updated Preliminary Layout Options for the 

County Road 65 / 45th Avenue Realignment at Highway 10 project from Andrew Witter 

(Sherburne County Public Works Director/County Engineer). The board members were 

e-mailed the two options. The County is working on funding for this project.      

 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski – A building was moved into a cul-de-sac in West 

Sherwood Shores Area. The city of St. Cloud Airport Board has been dissolved. She feels 

we still need to have a voice sitting in on any meetings that pertain to Haven Township 

with the Airport on the new Joint Powers Board. A representative should be at these 

meetings. She will contact Sherburne County to see when meetings will be held and what 

she can do to have Haven Township represented.   
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CLERK UPDATE ITEMS 

Annual Haven Township Clean-Up Day is postponed to Saturday, September 19, 2020, 

from 8-noon.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
MN Association of Township – Online Training / Newsletter Updates 

Sherburne County Planning & Zoning – Public Hearing Notices 

Sherburne County 2020 Surface Improvements (map) 

 

 

ADJOURN  

It was moved by Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded by Supervisor Randy Linn to 

adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________ __________________________ 

Chairman     Date 

 

 

________________________________ ___________________________ 

Clerk / Treasurer    Date 


