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 MINUTES OF THE HAVEN TOWN BOARD MEETING 

June 15, 2020 

 

The Haven Town Board met at the Haven Town Hall on Monday, June 15, 2020. The 

meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Jeff Schlingmann. Members 

present: Chairman Jeff Schlingmann, Supervisor Mark Knowles, Supervisor Kathi   

Sims-Kosloski, Supervisor Randy Linn, Supervisor Mike Pesch (per Tele-Conference 

Call) Clerk Mike Zniewski, Legal Counsel David Meyers and Deputy Clerk Tammy 

Schefers.  

 

Social Distancing – Chairman Jeff Schlingmann reminded everyone of the requirement 

that there should be at least 6 feet of separation between each person in the room. This 

was observed throughout the meeting.  

 

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF REPORT 
The Sherburne County Sheriff’s Report was e-mailed to the Board Members. There were 

68 incidents for the Month of April and 88 incidents for the Month of May.    

 

OPEN FORUM 
None 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to accept and to approve the agenda. 

Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

READING OF THE MINUTES 
Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to approve the May 18, 2020 board meeting 

minutes. Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

 

BUILDING PERMITS 
There were eighteen building permits.  

 

BILLS OUTSTANDING 

Mike Zniewski    $         60.88 

Mike Zniewski    $       454.36 

Shift Technologies, Inc.   $         49.00 

City of Sauk Rapids    $       780.00 

City of Sauk Rapids    $  51,157.00 

Rinke Noonan Attorneys at Law  $       608.50 

Rinke Noonan Attorneys at Law  $       309.00 

Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer  $    1,731.53 

Connexus Energy    $       151.00 

Frontier     $       167.32 

Citizen-Tribune    $         94.31 

B & G Excavating, Inc.   $       650.00 

B & G Excavating, Inc.   $       365.00 
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B & G Excavating, Inc.   $         50.00 

B & G Excavating, Inc.   $    7,200.00 

PERA  (Deposit)   $         82.25 _ 

    Total:  $  63,745.65 

 

Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to approve and accept the claims. Supervisor 

Randy Linn seconded the motion.  The motion carried with: 5–Aye / 0-Absent / 0-

Opposed       

 

PUBLIC HEARING & COMMENT 
Ryan Kirsling- Interim Use Permit (IUP) Auto Repair in an Accessory Building; Ryan 

Kirsling spoke with the board members about requesting an Interim Use Permit (IUP) for 

a Home Business in an Accessory Building. He is located at 6413 47th Street SE, St 

Cloud, MN 56304. Sherburne County went to Ryan Kirsling’s home and was allowed to 

inspect the property. Photos were taken and there was discussion about unlicensed 

vehicles, vehicle parts, tires and other solid waste violations on the site. Sherburne 

County had a list of facts and findings for the Haven Township Board to review. Ryan 

Kirsling told the board members that he does vehicle repair on the side for himself as a 

hobby and for family members and friends. It is strictly repair, metal replacement. He 

does not do bonding or painting or even oil changes in his shop. He does not want a sign 

up in his yard, nor to be a competitor to the Auto Repair Shop that is down the street from 

him. He is doing this to help out family members and friends. He enjoys restoring old 

cars as well. This is not his full time occupation. He is not currently the owner of the 

property; but he is however, purchasing the property Contract for Deed (C4-D). 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann asked if there was anyone in the audience who wishes to 

comment on this issue. Hearing none, the board had further discussion. Chairman Jeff 

Schlingmann then made the motion to recommend that the Haven Township Board gives 

a negative comment for the request for the interim use permit (IUP) for this home 

business in an accessory building. It doesn’t meet the definition of a home based business 

in a residential area. Supervisor Mike Pesch seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

 

Missy & Clark Davis – Rear Yard Variance for Deck; Melissa Davis spoke with the 

board about requesting a 105 foot variance in setback from the OHWL of the Mississippi 

River for a deck. The required setback in the Scenic River District is 150 feet. This 

property is located at 5936 16th Avenue SE; St. Cloud, MN 56304. (River Haven) She 

made the comment that the deck will not exceed the area that is already there. She feels 

that this is a straight forward request. She is going to have the property surveyed to make 

sure it is not in the flood plain and is not on a bluff. She also is creating a plan for the run 

off from the gutters to have a more natural flow into the river. Chairman Jeff 

Schlingmann asked if there was anyone in the audience who wishes to comment on this 

issue. Hearing none, Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to recommend giving a 

positive comment for the request of a 105 foot variance in setback form the OHWL of the 

Mississippi River for a deck as long as the proposed deck is not any closer to the river 

than the existing deck already. It must also have the proper surveys completed. 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
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Jeff Waytashek – Side Yard Variance for Construction of a New Home; Steven Ayers 

represented Jeff Waytashek to speak with the board members on a request of a variance 

to section 7 – (Agricultural District) Subdivision 6.3- (Dimensional Regulations) – 

Requesting a 40 foot variance from side property line. Required setback from the side 

property line is 100 feet. The property is located in Sherwood West Plat Three. Steven 

Ayers spoke with the board members on how Sherburne County has changed the zoning 

on single family platted lots. This lot that wants to be purchased is next to grassland in an 

agricultural district. The access to the driveway will be off of 45th Avenue SE. Steven 

Ayers asked for a strong positive recommendation for the variance request. Chairman 

Jeff Schlingmann asked if there was anyone in the audience who wishes to comment on 

this issue. Diamond A Farms is the owner of the agricultural land that abuts this Lot 1, 

Block 1, Sherwood West Plat 3 along its north lot line. Lynn Ayers, Manager and Owner 

of Diamond A Farms, stated in person and a letter that she supports and is in favor of this 

variance request. After hearing no more comments, Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski 

made a motion to recommend that the board gives a positive comment on the request of a 

variance to section – (Agricultural District) Subdivision 6.3- (Dimensional Regulations) – 

Requesting a 40 foot variance from side property line. Required setback from the side 

property line is 100 feet. Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded the motion. The motion 

carried.  

 

Big Rig Companies, LLC – Interim Use Permit (IUP) Truck/Trailer Sales and Repair 

Shop; the property is located in Teders Industrial Park, Lot 1 Block 1. Cole Bryan spoke 

with the board members on the request for an Interim Use Permit (IUP) for Highway 

Planned Unit Development (PUD) for Commercial Truck and Trailer Sales and Repair 

Shop. The Company will be selling Used Pre-Owned Equipment. The board members 

discussed this piece of property and all the businesses that have previously been in this 

location. They discussed all the existing permits on this piece of property and feel that all 

old permits should be vacated and extinguished. Chairman Jeff Schlingmann asked if 

there was anyone in the audience who wishes to comment on this issue. Hearing none, 

Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to recommend a positive comment for the 

request for Interim Use Permit (IUP) for Highway Planned Unit Development (PUD) for 

Commercial Truck and Trailer Sales and Repair Shop with extinguishing all old permits 

(CUP’s) on the property. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski seconded the motion. The 

motion carried.  

   

OLD BUSINESS 

Road Report – Jeff Rhodes is still working on all the open contracts he has yet with 

Haven Township. Tree Trimming, Mailbox posts, etc… Supervisor Mark Knowles 

suggested that he completes them all before assigning anymore jobs to him.    

 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski will connect with the St. Cloud Post Master for the 

stipulations and notifications that they need to follow in regards to mail delivery while 

the posts are being placed into the new spots in River Haven. The Township is 

responsible to put the new break-a-way mailbox post in the ground and in place, but the 

homeowner needs to place a mailbox on top when the post is completed. 

Sherwood Shores West is complete with all the mailbox posts in that area.  
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40th Street SE Culvert - (April Board Meeting) Supervisor Mark Knowles talked about a 

culvert issue on 40th Street SE that Supervisor Randy Linn referred to him. The culvert is 

showing signs of failure. The last time the culvert was replaced it was not dug down deep 

enough to the bottom of the ditch for proper drainage. The DNR (Department of Natural 

Resources) should be contacted to get a permit to change the size or length of this culvert. 

Dual wall plastic culverts are now the common industry culvert being used instead of 

concrete or metal culverts. They are cheaper and lighter. Supervisor Mark Knowles will 

look into this project.   

 

(May Board Meeting) Supervisor Mark Knowles made the comment that 40th Street SE 

road is also in need of repair. With the culvert having to be replaced, he thought it might 

be an option to mill out the road like was done for Sherwood Shores West. He will be 

meeting with All State Pavement on Thursday, and he will ask them for a proposal on 

how much it would be to do this road. The board should also think about changing the 

board spec’s for culverts. 

 

(June Board Meeting) Supervisor Mark Knowles got two bids from All State Pavement to 

mill the existing asphalt, grade and compact it on 40th Street SE and 65th Avenue SE. 

Supervisor Mark Knowles made the comment that these two roads are in rough shape. 

This would be the same process that was done in Sherwood Shores West. After 

discussion on this, Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to approve and accept both 

proposals for the milling, grading and compaction on the roads 40th Street SE and 65th 

Avenue SE. The total for the two proposals from All State Pavement were $44,088.00. 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski seconded the motion. The motion carried.  Supervisor 

Mark Knowles will keep in contact with Sherburne County, Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) and All State Pavement, to set up the time for the roads to be 

completed. The culvert needs to be replaced first before the roads can be completed.   

 

65th Street SE – This road has been completed with a nice layer of recycled asphalt a ¼ of 

a mile down 65th Street SE to reestablish the base and to help with the dust issue.  

 

Haven Township Annual Clean-Up Day – Clean-Up Day has been postponed to 

September 19, 2020. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski is looking for a new club or group 

of older children (teenagers to adults) to help on the day of the clean-up.   

 

County Road 65 & 45th Avenue Realignment at Hwy 10- (May Meeting) Sherburne 

County Public Works Director/County Engineer Andrew Witter corresponded to the 

board members about the County Road 65 & 45th Avenue realignment at Hwy 10. There 

were two options that the board reviewed. After discussion on this Supervisor Mike 

Pesch made a motion that the board should give positive recommendation to move 

towards option two of the plans that were presented. Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski 

seconded the motion. The motion carried.    

(June Meeting) Supervisor Mark Knowles made the comment that there are no new 

updates other than that they are still working on funding for this project. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

31st Avenue SE Resolution – Legal Counsel David Meyers has gotten all the signatures 

needed for the dedication of right-of-way from landowners adjacent to 31st Avenue SE, 

requesting that the right-of-way be established and dedicated at 66-feet in width. After 

discussion on this, Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to approve and accept the 

resolution and findings for the 31st Avenue SE right-of-way dedication. Supervisor Randy 

Linn seconded the motion. The motion carried.     

 

Joint Resolution – Sysco Acquisitions, Inc. has petitioned for the annexation thereof to 

the City of St. Cloud. The property to be annexed is platted and consists of 101.7 acres of 

land more or less and they are the sole owner. The reason for the requested annexation is 

to extend city utility services (water and sewer services) to the Sysco/Buckhead 

operations. After discussion on this, Supervisor Mike Pesch made a motion to approve, 

accept and adopt this Joint Resolution for Sysco Acquisitions, Inc. to be annexed into the 

City of St. Cloud. Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion. The motion carried.   

 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS 

Chairman Jeff Schlingmann – Stated that Westre Holding, LLC contacted him and want 

to apply for an amendment to the 40 acres on 12th Street SE. They want to construct 

another commercial storage unit on that property.  

 

Supervisor Mark Knowles made a motion to set-up a Haven Township Planning 

Commission Meeting to meet on July 20, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the amendment for 

Westre Holding, LLC. Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Clerk Mike Zniewski will post this in the proper locations. 

 

Supervisor Randy Linn – None 

 

Supervisor Mike Pesch – None (Tele-Conference)  

 

Supervisor Mark Knowles – Supervisor Mark Knowles made the comment that someone 

took a grader on 52nd Street SE without his permission and tore up the dirt road and left 

the ditches a mess. He has no idea who or why someone would do this. Supervisor Mark 

Knowles will get in contact with a contractor to fix the ditches on this road so it is not a 

hazard for the township.  

 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski –Sherwood Shores West road is totally completed. She 

made the comment that the board should release the rest of the funds and pay the 

contractor for completion. She will get in contact with the contractor and discuss how the 

silt fence, logs, etc… will be cleaned up and when. The board may also sign off of the 

MPCA permit. All of the mailbox posts are completed. There is a problem of 

encroachments from property owners in the township ditch right-of-way; Such as boat 

trailers, a building, wood piles and raised vegetable/flower beds. The board suggested 

that Legal Counsel David Meyers should create and send a notice out to the homeowners 

about the drainage easement and encroachments that are in the townships drainage right-
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of-way. That these items need to be moved or the Township will move them and send the 

homeowner the bill. 

 

Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski also brought up the idea of having drainage easement 

signs posted in the drainage right-of-way. After discussion on this, Supervisor Mark 

Knowles made a motion that Supervisor Kathi Sims-Kosloski should contact and work 

with Bogart, Pederson and Associates on signage for the drainage easement. The price of 

the signage should not exceed $1,500.00. Supervisor Randy Linn seconded the motion. 

The motion carried.   

 

It was also discussed that there is a property with a concrete driveway with two entrances 

and/or exits to the home. There should only be one driveway per property. Legal Counsel 

David Meyers will send a notice to the homeowner. The address is 4563 64th Street SE.   

 

CLERK UPDATE ITEMS 

Annual Haven Township Clean-Up Day is postponed to Saturday, September 19, 2020, 

from 8-noon.  

 

The Sauk Rapids Fire Department is sending the invoices in a timely fashion so the 

township clerk can bill the property owner right away with the invoice.  

 

The Township received 100% of the primary voting fund back. Election Judge Training 

is in July.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
MN Association of Township – Online Training / Newsletter Updates 

Connexus Energy – Tree / Brush Control 

Sherburne County – Mattress Recycling Update 

MN State Demographic Center – 2019 Household /Population Estimates 

Sherburne County Planning & Zoning – Public Hearings 

Driveway Permit - Holker 

 

ADJOURN  

It was moved by Supervisor Mark Knowles seconded by Supervisor Mike Pesch to 

adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________ __________________________ 

Chairman     Date 

 

 

________________________________ ___________________________ 

Clerk / Treasurer    Date 


